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©tfmtttj  $j0vm*0tj  of  Hasting®. 


Situation  : — Latitude,  50°  54/  N.,  Longitude  0°  33'  E. 

Elevation  : — Varies  from  485  feet  above  sea  level  at  Down  Lodge, 
Fairlight,  to  about  16  feet  near  ihe  Memorial. 

Aspect  : — Southerly. 

Area  : — 2194  acres  (including  373  acres  of  foreshore). 

1822  acres  (excluding  foreshore). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — At  Census,  1891,  8165. 

Population  At  Census,  1891,  52,223. 

Estimated,  middle  of  1895,  57,140. 

Birth  Rate  : — 1895,  17 ’62  per  1000  persons. 

Death  Rates  : — 1895,  From  All  Causes,  14'47  per  1000  persons. 

Infantile,  117  per  1000  births. 

Zymotic,  0'9l  per  1000  persons. 

Mean  Annual  Temperature  1895,  49*8° 

(Average,  49*2°.) 

Hours  of  Bright  Sunshine  : — 1895,  1890*2  hours. 

(Average,  1740  hours.) 

Total  Rainfall  : — 1895,  28'61  inches. 

(Average,  29 '95  inches.) 


TO  THE 


MAYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND  BURGESSES 

OF  THE 

BOROUGH  OF  HASTINGS. 


Gentlemen, 

The  population  of  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Hastings  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  1895  was  estimated  to  be  57,140.  This  calculation 
is  based  upon  the  observed  increase  in  the  last  intercensal  decade  and 
the  method  used  in  the  determination  is  that  adopted  by  the  Registrar 
General. 

This  population  exceeds  that  recorded  at  the  1891  Census  by  4917, 
and  is  probably  distributed  amongst  the  several  parishes  in  approxi- 
mately the  following  numbers 


Table  I. 


Parishes. 

Census,  1891. 

Estimated 
population 
middle  of 
1895. 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

St.  Leonard  

2410 

4179 

6589 

7155 

St.  Mary  Magdalen 

5196 

9219 

14415 

15487 

Holy  Trinity 

1861 

3311 

5172 

5700 

St.  Andrew  

708 

958 

1666 

1676 

St.  Mary-in-the-Castle 

4894 

6975 

11869 

13350 

St.  Michael  

148 

186 

334 

334 

St.  Mary  Bulverhythe  . . . 

91 

100 

191 

250 

St.  .Clement  ..... 

2300 

2556 

4856 

5000 

All  Saints 

2833 

3204 

6037 

6738 

Blacklands  

504 

590 

1094 

1450 

Total 

20945 

31278 

52223 

57140 
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Births  and  Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the 
district  in  1895  fell  to  1007,  which  is  53  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  births  of  males  were  538,  of  females  469.  With  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  year  1890,  when  1003  births  were  recorded,  this  is  the 
smallest  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Borough  in  any  year  since 
1876  when  they  numbered  971.  The  maximum  number  of  births  ever 
recorded  was  1138  in  1881,  when  the  population  was  42,258  and  the 
birth-rate  as  high  as  29*29.  In  1895  with  a population  estimated  to  be 
15,000  in  excess  of  that  of  1881  the  births  are  actually  131  less  than  in 
that  year  and  the  birth-rate  has  fallen  to  17*62  per  thousand.  As  I 
pointed  out  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1894  there  has  been  going  on  in 
England  since  1876  a general  lowering  of  the  birth-rate  from  36*3  per 
thousand  in  1876  to  30*3  per  thousand  in  1895— the  result  of  a 
diminished  marriage-rate  and  of  a steady  rise  in  the  mean  age  at 
marriage  Yet  the  chief  cause  of  the  very  low  birth-rates  recorded  in 
Hastings  and  in  towns  of  similar  character  lies  in  the  unusual  nature 
of  the  population  in  the  matter  of  occupation  and  of  age  and  sex  dis- 
tribution, the  preponderance  of  females  being  very  large  and  the 
proportion  of  young  married  couples  very  small. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  population  of  each  parish, 
the  number  of  births  recorded  and  the  birth-rate  in  each  ; and  the 
proportion  of  females  to  1000  males  at  the  Census  of  1891. 

Table  II. 


Parish. 

Estimated 

population 
in  middle 
of  1895. 

Births 
in  1895. 

Birth-rate 

1895. 

Eemales  to 

1000  males 
Census 
1891. 

St.  Leonard  

7155 

84 

11*73 

1730 

St.  Mary  Magdalen  ... 

15487 

213 

13*75 

1774 

Holy  Trinity 

5700 

44 

7*72 

1779 

St.  Andrew  

1676 

40 

23*86 

1353 

St.  Mary-in-the-Oastle 

13350 

261 

19*55 

1425 

St.  Michael  

334 

10 

[ 

29*94 

1256 

St.  Mary  Bulverhythe 

250 

12 

48*00 

1098 

St.  Clement  

5000 

126 

25*20 

1111 

All  Saints 

6738 

175 

25*97 

1130 

Blacklands  

1450 

42 

28*96 

1160 

Total 

57140 

1007 

17*62 

1493 

Of  965  births  registered  in  the  All  Saints,  and  the  Urban  portion 
of  the  St  Mary-in-the-Castle  Registration  Sub-districts,  35 — equivalent 
to  3 '63  per  cent. — were  illegitimate  births. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  or  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  during  the  year  was  178.  In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the 
deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  37,  the  excess  being  largely  due  to  heavy 
mortality  amongst  elderly  persons,  the  result  of  influenza  and  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs.  In  the  second,  third  and  fourth  quarters  the 
births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  58,  111  and  46  respectively. 

Deaths  and  Death-rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths  actually 
registered  in  the  Borough  without  making  any  carrections  or  deduc- 
tions was  829. 

Three  hundred  and  eighty  six  of  these  were  deaths  of  males,  four 
hundred  and  forty-three  of  females.  Included  in  this  number  are  the 
deaths  of  two  German  seamen  who  were  drowned  on  the  east  coast  of 
England  by  the  foundering  of  the  S.S.  Elbe.  Their  bodies  were  washed 
or  brought  ashore  at  Hastings  and  their  deaths  were  therefore  registered 
here,  but  I do  not  include  these  in  my  calculations. 

In  addition  to  these  I have  deducted  the  deaths  of  28  non-residents 
which  occurred  in  the  Public  Institutions  of  the  Borough,  viz.,  15  in  the 
East  Sussex  Hospital,  11  in  the  Eversfield  Hospital,  one  in  the  Con- 
valescent Home  for  Poor  Children,  and  one  in  the  Hertfordshire  Con- 
valescent Home. 

On  the  other  hand  the  deaths  of  28  parishioners  which  occurred 
outside  the  district  have  to  be  added.  Of  these  27  were  in  the  Work- 
house  Infirmary  and  one  in  the  Borough  Sanatorium. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  thus  arrived  at  is  827,  yielding  a 
death-rate  for  the  year  1895  of  only  14 '4 7 per  thousand  against  an 
average  for  the  previous  ten  years  of  15 ‘22. 

The  deaths  among  visitors,  for  which  no  deduction  beyond  that 
stated  albove  is  made,  were  again  numerous  amounting  to  173  or  more 
than  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  registered. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  118  equal  to  117 
per  thousand  of  registered  births  and  141  per  thousand  of  total  deaths. 

Inclusive  of  the  above  there  were  195  deaths  of  children  under  5 
years  of  age,  being  235  per  thousand  of  the  total  deaths. 

Among  persons  above  60  years  of  age  the  deaths  numbered  304 
being  more  than  36  per  cent,  of  the  total  registered. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths,  estimated  population  and 
death-rates  at  different  age  periods  in  1895. 


Table  III. 


Age. 

Population 
at  age 
Period. 

Deaths. 

Death-rate  per 

1000  of  the 
population  at 
age  period. 

Under  1 year 

1048 

118 

1126 

One  and  under  5 

4205 

77 

18-3 

Total  under  5 

5253 

195 

39-0 

Five  to  15 

11223 

25 

23 

Fifteen  to  25 

12066 

54 

45 

Twenty-five  to  65 

25432 

313 

123 

Sixty-five  and  upwards... 

3166 

240 

75-8 

Total 

57140 

827 

14-47 

In  the  appendix  to  this  Report  will  be  found  the  tables  of  deaths 
and  of  new  cases  of  infectious  sickness  required  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  with  other  tables. 


Zymotic  Diseases. — The  deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
viz.  : Small-pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-Cough, 
Fevers,  (typhus,  typhoid  and  continued)  and  Diarrhoea  numbered  only 
52,  yielding  a Zymotic  Death-rate  of  0 91  per  thousand  of  the  popula- 
tion against  0'93  in  1894  and  an  average  for  the  ten  years  1885-1894 
of  117. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  deaths  from  each  of  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  during  the  year  1895  and  the  ten 
preceding  years. 
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Table  IV. 


Disease. 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

Annual 

Average 

1885—94 

1895 

Small-pox 

6 

1 

3 

10 

Measles 

25 

16 

16 

6 

18 

25 

8 

5 

11*9 

17 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

4 

3 

2 

12 

3 

2 6 

1 

Diphtheria 

11 

3 

3 

4 

6 

6 

23 

32 

32 

12 

13*2 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

2 

11 

27 

5 

5 

14 

26 

5 

6 

20 

12*1 

10 

s ( Typhus 

S y Typhoid 

( Continued 

4 

1 

3 

8 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

4 

... 

4 

3 

3‘9 

1 

Diarrhoea  

14 

40 

21 

11 

16 

7 

7 

15 

11 

6 

14'8 

20 

Totals 

63 

75 

79 

25 

36 

51 

60 

81 

73 

52 

595 

52 

Zymotic  Death-rate 

1*36 

1-58 

1 63 

0*50 

0-71 

0-99 

114 

151 

1‘33 

0-93 

1T7 

0-91 

Small-pox. — There  was  only  one  case  of  Small-pox  notified  during 
the  year.  This  was  on  Easter  day  in  a young  women  who  had  come 
down  for  a few  days  holiday  from  London.  I ascertained  that  her 
mother  was  suffering  from  the  disease  at  the  time,  and  had  only  ten 
days  before  been  removed  from  her  home  to  the  Hospital  Ships  at 
Hartford.  The  girl  was  staying  in  Hastings  in  a large  house  where 
were  40  other  persons,  three  other  girls  were  sleeping  in  her  room. 
She  was  at  once  removed  to  the  Emergency  Farm  where  she  made  a 
good  recovery.  All  precautions  were  taken  in  the  house  whence  she  was 
removed,  and  I am  glad  to  report  that  there  was  no  spread.  In  ven- 
turing to  leave  her  infected  home  at  such  a season  of  the  year  to  enter  a 
house  full  of  strangers,  the  girl  was  extremely  ill-advised  and  was 
wantonly  subjecting  a large  number  of  persons  to  serious  risk  of 
infection.  Fortunately  the  nature  of  the  case  was  early  recognized,  so 
that  no  time  was  lost  in  effecting  isolation,  with  the  satisfactory  result 
above  mentioned. 
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By  the  courtesy  of  the  Vaccination  Officer— Mr.  S,  Bumstead  I am 
enable  to  append  the  Vaccination  Returns  for  1894.  The  Statistics 
refer  to  the  whole  Union,  not  merely  to  the  Borough  of  Hastings. 
There  is  some  improvement  on  the  figures  of  the  past  two  years,  but  17 ‘5 
per  cent,  of  infants  born  are  not  finally  accounted  for  in  the  Returns. 
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Measles. — During  the  previous  two  years  Measles  had  been  very 
little  prevalent  in  the  District,  but  towards  the  end  of  1895  out-breaks 
occurred  almost  simultaneously  on  the  West  Hill,  Hastings  and  at 
Bopeep  chiefly  amongst  the  poor.  In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  there 
were  14  deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  localities  named,  the  rest  of  the 
Borough  remaining  for  the  time  unaffected. 

In  spite  of  the  heavy  mortality  amongst  Infants  which  it 
periodically  occasions  measles  is  treated  with  but  scant  attention  in  the 
poorer  neighbourhoods  where  little  or  nothing  is  done  to  prevent  the 
disease  from  spreading,  and  the  public  suffers  in  consequence  of  this 
want  of  caution.  I have  caused  to  be  printed  and  circulated  amongst 
the  parents  of  children  attending  the  invaded  Elementary  Schools  a 
brief  leaflet  on  this  subject,  which  will  have  attained  its  end  if  it  induces 
our  poorer  citizens  to  treat  the  disease  a little  more  seriously.  It  is 
easy  to  give  advice  on  such  subjects  for  the  public  good  but  it  rests 
with  the  public  to  act  upon  it. 

Scarlatina. — Seventy-four  cases  of  Scarlet-fever  were  reported 
during  the  year  as  against  167  in  1894.  There  was  only  one  death. 
Of  the  total  number  notified  51,  equivalent  to  69  per  cent,  were 
removed  for  isolation  in  the  Borough  Sanatorium,  and  amongst  these 
no  fatal  case  occurred.  The  disease  was  at  no  time  prevalent  and  in 
regard  to  most  of  the  cases  there  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  record. 
A few  cases  were  imported.  In  one  instance  a lad  who  had  suffered 
from  sore  throat  and  fever  at  Southampton  arrived  at  his  home  in  St. 
Leonards  and  desquamated,  imparting  Scarlatina  to  two  of  his  sisters  ; 
a third  sister  at  the  same  time  had  ulcerated  throat.  The  infection 
was  twice  imported  into  the  Convalescent  Home  for  Poor  Children  and 
eleven  cases  resulted.  Seeing  that  828  children,  nearly  all  of  them 
from  London  where  the  disease  was  prevalent  were  in  the  Home  during 
the  year  for  a month  each,  some  outbreak  ot  the  sort  might  not 
unreasonably  be  anticipated.  Every  possible  measure  was  adopted  to 
limit  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Di])htheria. — The  happy  immunity  from  this  disease  which  char- 
acterized the  end  of  1894  continued  with  but  occasional  brief  interruptions 
throughout  1895.  Sixteen  cases  were  notified  in  all.  Of  these  no  less 
than  nine  were  imported ; and  of  the  remaining  seven  two  were 
doubtful  and  one  was  probably  contracted  from  an  imported  case. 

Of  the  imported  cases  four  occurred  almost  simultaneously  in  a 
family  which  had  just  arrived  in  Hastings  from  a small  country  town  in 
which  the  disease  was  very  prevalent,  several  deaths  having  recently 
taken  place  among  the  children  attending  an  Elementary  School  there. 
The  children  of  the  family  attended  this  School  until  Friday,  March 
8th,  on  March  11th  they  came  to  Hastings  and  the  next  day  sore 
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throats  began  amongst  them.  A doctor  was  not  called  in  till  the  end 
of  the  week  when  he  found  one  child  just  dead,  two  others  very  ill  with 
diphtheria  and  a fourth  sickening.  The  sick  members  of  the  family 
were  at  once  removed  to  the  Sanatorium  where  one  of  them  succumbed. 
Later  in  the  year  a fifth  case  was  imported  from  the  same  country 
town.  Other  imported  cases  were  from  Aldershot,  Wandsworth,  London 
and  the  hop-gardens  in  Kent.  In  three  of  these  latter  cases  the 
persons  arrived  in  Hastings  ill.  One  of  the  local  cases  was  associated 
with  measles. 

JV hooping-cough. — The  deaths  from  Whooping-cough,  ten  in  number 
during  the  year,  were  two  below  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years. 
Six  of  the  fatal  cases  were  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary-in-the-Castle  and 
3 in  All  Saints.  All  were  in  infants  under  two  years  of  age. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Although  29  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  reported 
there  was  only  one  death  from  this  cause  during  the  year.  Four  cases 
were  imported,  12  were  attributed  to  insanitary  conditions  of  houses,  3 
were  taken  from  previous  cases  (one  a Hospital  Nurse),  4 were  untraced, 
and  4 which  occurred  simultaneously  in  members  of  one  family,  the 
mother  and  3 children,  were  probably  caused  by  partaking  of  some 
infected  article  of  food.  Suspicion  rested  at  first  on  some  tinned 
lobster  which  however  only  three  of  those  affected  had  tasted,  and 
eventually  I was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  was 
some  milk  which  had  been  bought  from  a small  milk  vendor.  This 
milk  was  on  one  occasion  offensive  both  to  taste  and  smell ; all  those 
who  had  the  fever  took  of  the  milk  and  malaise  followed  close  upon  the 
taking  of  it.  Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  illness  in  the  woman  who  alone 
could  give  the  necessary  information,  it  was  some  weeks  before  I was 
able  fully  to  investigate  the  case,  and  was  never  able  to  find  out  in  what 
manner  the  milk,  if  indeed  it  was  the  cause  of  the  outbreak,  became 
tainted.  But  the  simultaneous  onset  of  the  disease  in  four  persons  in  a 
previously  healthy  household  in  a healthy  district  points,  in  the  absence 
of  other  suspicious  circumstance,  to  some  such  cause  as  is  indicated 
above. 

Diarrhoea. — As  was  to  be  expected  from  the  long  continuance  of 
hot  weather  in  the  Autumn  of  1895,  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  were 
more  numerous  than  in  most  previous  years  —numbering  in  fact  20 
against  an  average  during  the  preceding  10  years  of  14'8.  Of  the  20 
persons  whose  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause  18  were  infants  under 
2 years  of  age  ; and  as  is  usually  the  case  the  poorer  neighbourhoods 
suffered  the  most  severely — thus  12  of  the  fatal  cases  were  in  the 
parishes  of  St.  Clement  and  All  Saints. 

The  germ  of  the  disease  resides  in  the  soil  where  it  flourishes  in  the 
presence  of  warmth,  moisture,  and  dead  organic  matter.  It  is  roused 
to  increased  activity  as  the  temperature  of  the  soil  rises  and  when  a 


11 


thermometer  at  a depth  of  four  feet  below  the  surface  attains  a 
temperature  of  56°  F.,  the  germ  becomes  air-borne  and  finds  in  food 
such  as  milk  a suitable  nidus  for  its  further  development.  The  food 
thus  infected  becomes  a means  of  setting  up,  especially  in  infants,  the 
form  of  Diarrhoea  which  is  so  fatal  to  them  in  the  late  summer  and 
early  autumn.  Hence  the  importance  of  protecting  the  soil  from  pollu- 
tion with  organic  matter  by  securing  efficiency  of  house-drainage  and 
sewerage  and  by  satisfactory  methods  of  disposal  of  house-refuse.  The 
fatal  cases  in  infants  during  1895  were  one  in  the  first  quarter,  two  in 
the  second  and  fourth,  and  13  in  the  third  (July,  August  and  September) 
quarter.  Almost  without  exception  infants  succumbing  to  this  form  oi 
diarrhoea  are  artificially  fed.  For  such  children  it  is  requisite  not  only 
to  supply  food  of  suitable  quality  but  also  to  ensure  the  absolute 
cleanliness  of  vessels  used  for  its  preparation,  storage  and  administration, 
and  to  preserve  it  before  use  from  the  possibility  of  contamination  by 
germ-laden  air. 

Table  V. 

Table  shewing  Notifications  received  of  Infectious  Disease  during 
four  Quarters  of  1895  and  during  whole  year  of  1895  with  attack  rates 
per  1000  of  population. 

Notifications. 


Disease. 

1st 

quarter 

2nd 

quarter 

3rd 

quarter 

4th 

quarter 

Whole 
• Year 

Attack- 

rate 

per  1000 

Smallpox 

1 

... 

1 

0*017 

Scarlet  Fever  

14 

18 

13 

29 

j 74 

1*29 

Diphtheria  

6 

2 

3 

5 

16 

0*28 

Erysipelas  

11 

12 

6 

11 

40 

0*70 

Typhoid  Fever 

2 

5 

12 

10 

29 

0*50 

Membranous  Croup. . . 

... 

1 

1 

0*017 

Puerperal  Fever  

1 

1 

1 

3 

0*05 

Total 

34 

39 

34 

57 

164 

2'87 
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Table  VI. 

Table  of  deaths  from  seven  chief  Zymotic  diseases  during  the  four 
Quarters  of  1895  and  during  the  whole  year  with  death-rates  per  1000 
of  the  population. 


Disease. 

Deaths. 

Death- 

rate 

per  1000 

1st  1 2nd 
quarter  quarter 

3rd 

quarter 

4th 

quarter 

Whole 

year. 

Smallpox 

Nil. 

Measles  

2 

• • • 

1 

14 

17 

0*29 

Scarlatina  

1 

1 

002 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

1 

3 

4 

2 

10 

0T7 

Diphtheria  

1 

1 

1 

3 

005 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

0B2 

Diarrhoea  

2 

2 

13 

3 

20 

0-35 

Total 

6 

8 

18 

20 

52 

Death-rate 

0-42 

0'56 

1*26 

1 ‘39 

0-91 

Other  Zymotic  diseases  caused  39  deaths  of  which  32  (chiefly  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year)  were  from  Influenza,  2 from  Syphilis,  2 from 
Puerperal  Fever,  and  one  each  from  Erysipelas,  Pyaemia  and  Malaria. 

To  Alcoholism  four  deaths — two  male  and  two  female — were 
attributed. 

Of  deaths  caused  by  Constitutional  diseases  118  (including  46 
visitors)  were  from  Phthisis,  31  from  other  forms  of  Tubercular  disease, 
56  from  Cancer  or  Malignant  disease,  8 from  Diabetes,  and  6 from  Acute 
Rheumatism. 

Developmental  Diseases  caused  67  deaths,  of  which  49  were 
referred  to  Old  Age,  16  to  Premature  Birth,  and  2 to  Congenital 
Malformation  or  Atelectasis. 
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Amongst  Local  Diseases,  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy 
•caused  120  deaths;  Laryngitis,  one  dearth;  diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System —chiefly  Apoplexy  77  deaths,  Heart-disease,  Embolism  or 
Aneurism,  92  deaths ; Disorders  of  the  Digestive  System,  53  deaths 
Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System,  35  Deaths,  and  of  the  Reproductive 
-System,  7 deaths. 

Twenty-six  infants  under  one  year  died  from  Atrophy,  Congenital 
Debility  or  Marasmus. 

Particulars  of  Accidental  and  Violent  Deaths  will  be  found  in 
the  following  list  of  cases  in  which  Inquests  were  held. 

Inquests. 

Inquests  were  held  during  the  year  on  the  bodies  of  48  persons,  of 
’whom  30  were  males  and  18  females. 

The  ages  and  causes  of  death  were  as  follows. 

Males . — 54,  Disease  of  Kidneys  and  Lungs;  34,  (visitor)  accidentally 
shot  ; 65,  accident,  fracture  and  shock : 64,  (visitor)  Heart  Disease  ; 31, 
drowned  on  Steamship  Elbe  ; lj,  Convulsions  ; 25,  accidental  fall ; 57, 
Pneumonia,  Heart  Disease  ; 68,  Heart  Disease  ; 24,  (visitor)  suicide  by 
shooting,  temporarily  insane  ; 45,  suicide  by  hanging,  temporarily  insane  ; 
■3  weeks,  Inflammation  of  Lungs ; 43,  Heart  Disease,  Congestion  of  Lungs ; 
49,  Epilepsy,  Alcoholism  ; 63,  run  over  by  train  ; 64,  Heart  Disease  ; 
49,  accidentally  suffocated  while  drunk  ; 43,  drowned  on  Steamship 
Elbe  ; 19,  (visitor)  accidentally  drowned  ; 28,  found  drowned  ; 24,  found 
drowned  ; 46,  accidentally  suffocated  ; 6 months,  accidental  injury  to 
hip,  Convulsions  ; 6 months,  accidentally  suffocated  ; 62,  found  drowned ; 
13,  suffocated  by  bursting  of  a quinsy  ; 44,  suicide  by  hanging, 
temporarily  insane  ; 69,  Congestion  of  Lungs  ; 36,  cut  throat,  suicide, 
temporarily  insane  ; 66,  Concussion  of  Brain. 

Females. — 33,  accidentally  burnt,  Ulcer  of  Duodenum  ; 58,  rupture 
of  an  Ovarian  Cyst  by  an  accidental  fall  ; 43,  Ursemic  Syncope  ; 
75  weeks,  Congestion  of  Lungs  ; 13,  months  (visitor)  Tubercular  Disease 
of  Lung  and  Intestine  ; 42,  (visitor)  Suicide  by  leaping  from  a window, 
insane  ; 54,  Syncope  : 36  Heart  Disease  ; 22,  Peritonitis  ; 26  (visitor), 
accidentally  drowned  ; 10,  (visitor),  accidentally  drowned ; 95,  accidental 
fall  ; 19,  (visitor)  found  drowned  ; newly  born,  found  dead  ; 52,  (visitor) 
suicide  by  cutting  throat,  temporarily  insane ; 16,  Apoplexy  ; 2, 
Tubercular  Meningitis  ; 4 months,  overlaid. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

Fourteen  deaths  were  not  certified  by  Medical  Man  or  by  Coroner. 
In  these  the  causes  of  death  were  said  to  be  as  follows  ; 

Female,  73,  Apoplexy ; male,  7,  Diphtheria  ; male,  19  months, 
Convulsions  ; male,  62,  (visitor)  Heart  Disease  ; male,  21,  Phthisis  ; 
female,  2 months,  Convulsions  ; male,  10  months,  Convulsions  ; female, 
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one  day,  inanition  ; male,  11  months,  Convulsions  ; female,  60,  (visitor) 
Heart  Disease ; female,  5 months,  Whooping-cough ; female,  69,  apoplexy;: 
female,  35,  Convulsive  fit  ; female,  9 days,  Convulsions. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

Included  in  the  list  of  Public  Institutions  are  the  following  : 
East  Sussex  Hospital,  Eversfield  Hospital,  Hertfordshire  Convalescent 
Home,  Convalescent  Home  for  Poor  Children,  within  the  Borough  and 
the  Workhouse  Imfirmary,  Borough  Sanatorium  and  Ore  Villa  Sanatorium, 
outside  the  District. 

The  deaths  in  these  Institutions  were  from  the  following  causes  : 


Under  5 

5 and 

60  and 

Years. 

under  60 

upwards. 

Phthisis 

...  0 

19 

0 

Disease  of  Nervous  System 

...  1 

2 

1 

„ „ Respiratory  „ 

...  2 

4 

4 

,,  „ Circulatory  ,, 

...  0 

4 

4 

„ ,,  Digestive  ,, 

..  1 

5 

2 

„ „ Urinary  . „ 

...  0 

3 

1 

,,  ,,  Reproductive ,, 

...  0 

2 

2 

Malignant  Disease  (Cancer,  etc.)  0 

6 

3 

Constitutional  Disease... 

...  0 

2 

1 

Accident 

...  0 

2 

3 

Old  Age 

...  0 

0 

6 

Abscess  Gangrene 

...  0 

3 

0 

Necrosis 

...  0 

0 

1 

Malaria 

...  0 

1 

0 

Diphtheria 

...  0 

1 

0 

Dropsy 

...  0 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Total 

54 

87 

29 

The  Borough  Sanatorium. — Exclusive  of  one  case  of  Smallpox  which? 
was  isolated  at  the  Farm,  seventy-four  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
treated  at  the  Borough  Sanatorium  viz.,  59  cases  of  Scarlatina  ; 9 of 
Diphtheria,  and  5 of  Typhoid  fever.  Sixty-four  of  these  were  removed 
from  the  Urban  District  and  9 belonged  to  the  Rural  District.  There- 
were  no  deaths  from  Scarlatina  or  Typhoid  Fever,  but  six  of  the 
Diphtheria  cases  proved  fatal,  of  which  4 were  imported,  one  belonged 
to  the  Rural  District  and  one  to  the  Urban  District  of  Hastings. 

The  plans  for  the  new  Isolation  Hospital  which  it  is  hoped  may  be 
built  during  the  current  year  have  been  passed  by  the  Town  Council 
and  have  been  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  plans  show7  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  different 
infectious  diseases  in  separate  blocks,  providing  in  all  46  beds  ; with. 
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ample  administrative  block,  laundry,  disinfector,  ambulance  station, 
stables,  discharging  rooms  and  all  other  requisites  for  a fully  equipped 
and  thoroughly  adequate  Infectious  Hospital  for  the  Borough.  The 
want  of  such  an  Institution  has  long  been  felt. 

Common^  Lodging  Houses. — The  Inspector  of  Common-Lodging 
Houses  reports  that  the  condition  of  the  Houses  is  satisfactory  and  that 
there  is  great  improvement  in  their  management.  He  has  paid  160 
visits  to  the  three  Lodging  Houses  now  existing  in  the  course  of  the 
A^ear.  Several  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  House  in  East 
Hill  Passage,  and  the  two  others  also  are  kept  in  good  order. 

Slaughter-Houses. — There  are  now  only  four  slaughter-houses  in 
occupation  in  the  whole  District.  With  one  exception  none  of  these  has 
been  the  subject  of  complaint ; and  the  owner  of  this  one  is  under 
notice  to  execute  such  works  as  shall  remove  the  cause  of  unpleasantness. 
The  town  is  extremely  fortunate  in  possessing  so  few  of  these  establish- 
ments which  cannot  but  be  in  some  degree  objectionable. 

The  Bakehouses,  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  shops  have  all 
been  inspected  during  the  year. 

I have  inspected  and  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  14 
houses  in  the  District,  two  of  these  have  been  closed  ; the  remaining 
12  (forming  the  property  known  as  the  Old  Market  in  Caves  Road  St. 
Leonards)  have  not  yet  been  dealt  with  ; but  the  necessary  formalities 
which  must  be  gone  through  to  secure  their  closure  or  improvement  are 
now  being  proceeded  with. 

The  following  is  the  report  for  the  year  1895  of  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  giving  details  of  some  part  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  during  the  year  : 

217  Reports  laid  before  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  defective  Sanitary 
arrangements,  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  W.  C.  Inskipp. 

1991  Houses  and  premises  inspected,  most  of  which  were  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  St.  Mary-in-the-Castle,  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  All 
Saints,  St.  Clement,  Holy  Trinity,  and  St.  Leonard. 

130  Houses  provided  with  new  Stoneware  pipe  drains,  with  watertight 
.joints,  a large  number  of  the  drains  being  embedded  in  six  inches 
of  good  cement  concrete  all  round. 

45  Drains  cleansed  and  amended  and  obstructions  in  them  removed. 

127  Stoneware  intercepting  traps,  and  about  198  gully,  or  surface 
traps  fixed. 

118  Four-inch  iron  or  lead  soil  pipes,  fixed  outside  and  carried  well 
above  the  highest  windows,  to  act  as  ventilating  pipes  to  house 
drains,  also  many  air  inlet  ventilators  provided. 

17  Samples  of  water  taken  from  private  wells  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst. 
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6 Wells  closed,  the  water  being  found  unfit  for  domestic  purposes. 

38  Accumulations  of  manure,  &c.,  ordered  to  be  removed. 

45  Houses  and  rooms  cleansed  and  lime-washed. 

99  Animals  ordered  to  be  kept  in  a more  cleanly  state. 

Nuisances  from  3 chimneys  sending  forth  black  smoke  abated. 

5 Urinals  provided  with  a good  flush  of  water,  redrained,  ventilated 
and  cleansed. 

225  Old  closets  cleansed  or  removed,  and  replaced  by  modern  ones. 

166  Flushing  boxes  and  many  cisterns  provided. 

1 98  Drains  tested,  and  many  house-drains  altered. 

Many  sanitary  dustbins  have  been  supplied,  besides  other  sanitary 
improvements,  such  has  air-tight  inspecting  chambers,  and  better 
ventilation  provided,  &c. 

The  Bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  and  some  of 
them  lime-washed. 

51  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  5 of  Typhoid  Fever,  and  8 of  Diphtheria 
removed  by  the  Inspectors  to  the  Sanatorium,  and  1 case  of  Smallpox 
to  the  Farm. 

136  Houses  and  rooms  fumigated  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
his  Assistant-Inspector,  also  1 schoolroom  and  5 classrooms. 

203  Sets  of  bedding  and  clothing  disinfected  at  the  disinfecting 
Chamber  of  the  Hastings  Urban  Authority,  and  disinfectants 
supplied  by  the  Inspector  for  flushing  drains  and  for  use  in  other 
parts  of  houses. 

A large  number  of  workrooms  were  inspected,  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act.  The  walls  and  ceilings  of  several  of  the 
workshops  were  cleansed  and  lime-washed.  The  Inspection  of  the 
district  has  also  been  made  under  the  shop  Hours  Regulation 
Act. 

Dairies , Cow  Shech  and  Milk  Shops. — The  Premises  occupied  by 
purveyors  of  milk  have  been  visited  during  the  year,  and  the  owners  of 
unregistered  premises  compelled  to  register  as  required  by  the  Order. 
The  periodical  visitation  of  these  premises  is  part  of  the  routine  work  of 
the  Inspectors,  and  has  been  steadily  carried  out  since  the  order  of  1885 
was  issued.  Great  care  is  taken  to  see  that  the  premises  of  purveyors 
of  milk  are  cleanly,  and  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The  cowsheds 
have  also  been  inspected. 

Inspection  of  Food. — As  the  result  of  Inspection  of  Food,  the 
following  articles  found  in  a state  unfit  for  human  consumption  were 
condemned  and  destroyed. 
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Mar.  19th. — 10  bags  of  Escallops  from  Newhaven. 

June  7th. — 1 dozen  Lobsters 
„ 20th. — 7 boxes  of  Cherries 

Aug.  10th. — 1 large  barrel  Whiting  from  Shad  well  Market 
Sep.  4th. — 15  boxes  Kippered  Herrings  from  Hull 
Sep.  4th. — 11  boxes  Kippered  Herrings  from  Billingsgate 
„ 7th. — 1 large  bag  of  Shrimps  from  Gravesend 

„ 11th. — 2 barrels  of  Herrings  from  Billingsgate 

„ 23rd. — 1 flat  of  Shrimps  from  Brighton 

Oct.  14th. — 3 boxes  of  Whiting  from  Grimsby 
„ 21st. — 2 boxes  of  Whiting  from  Lowestoft 

Dec.  3rd. — 1 box  of  Whiting  from  Lowestoft 

The  Inspector  has,  in  addition,  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  23  samples  of  milk,  9 samples  of  spirits,  1 sample  of  dripping, 
and  3 samples  of  lard  ; also  9 samples  of  butter  under  the  Margarine 
Act,  and  submitted  them  to  the  Public  Analyst.  3 samples  of  spirits 
and  1 sample  of  milk  were  found  to  be  adulterated  ; legal  proceedings 
in  each  case  were  taken  and  fines  inflicted. 

The  following  report  on  the  Meteorological  statistics  of  1895  has 
been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  H.  Colborne,  the  Borough  Meteorologist. 

The  Mean  Temperature  of  the  past  year  (1895)  at  the  elevation 
of  170  feet  above  the  sea  was  49 ‘8.  This  is  considered  to  be  '6  of  a 
degree  above  the  mean  temperature  of  the  locality.  The  coldest  month 
was  February,  with  a mean  of  30‘3.  The  warmest  month  was  September, 
with  a mean  of  631.  The  entire  range  of  shade  temperature  from  203 
on  February  7th,  to  81 ‘5  on  September  27th,  was  about  the  average 
yearly  range.  The  daily  range  of  shade  temperature  was  11 ’7  degrees 
and  was  about  *7  of  a degree  more  than  the  yearly  mean. 

The  Rainfall  during  the  year  was  1'34  inches  less  than  the  mean, 
and  the  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  was  as  much  as  30  less.  The 
first  nine  months  were,  taken  as  a whole,  very  dry  ; but  during  the  last 
three  months  nearly  fourteen  inches  of  rain  fell,  amounting  to  almost 
one  half  of  the  entire  fall  during  the  year. 

Bright  Sunshine  amounted  to  1890'2  hours  being  as  much  as  150 
hours  more  than  the  mean  for  the  previous  twelve  years.  May  was  the 
brightest  month  with  271 ‘7  hours,  and  December  the  dullest  with 
but  44  2 hours  only.  The  number  of  sunless  days  was  again  very  few, 
amounting  to  61  during  the  entire  year.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
September  was  an  extremely  beautiful  month,  during  which  no  less  than 
263 ‘7  hours  of  bright  sunshine  were  registered.  It  was  the  brightest 
September  of  which  we  have  Sunshine  Records,  no  day  during  the  month 
being  completely  sunless,  and  as  much  as  8 hours  and  48  minutes  being 
the  daily  average  recorded. 
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SUMMARY  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
Taken  at  St.  Leonards,  Sussex,  during  the  year  1895. 


TEMPERATURE. 


Mean  Max. 

Mean  Min. 

Absolute  Max. 

Absolute  Min. 

January 

38-4 

30'3 

49  1 

21-9 

February  

34*6 

25*9 

43'4 

20*3 

March  

468 

36  T 

551 

25'2 

April  

523 

415 

62*8 

31*0 

May  

619 

46'3 

751 

38  2 

June  

664 

51*1 

78'0 

43*4 

July  

66-6 

54'7 

75*5 

50*2 

August 

671 

56  6 

761 

49 '9 

September  

705 

55 '6 

81*5 

48T 

October 

55  3 

41 '6 

69  0 

30*2 

November 

536 

43'7 

60*1 

34 '8 

December 

46  0 

36  6 

54'7 

30*3 

Means..  . 

55-0 

43*3 

RAINFALL. 

Greatest  amount 

Date. 

No.  of  days  of 

Inches. 

on  one  day. 

■005  or  more. 

January 

2-94 

0'8*2 

19th 

24 

February  

0-33 

013 

24th 

7 

March 

2 28 

0'4*2 

26th 

16 

April  

1*71 

0'51 

6th 

13 

May 

0*05 

0 05 

30th 

1 

June  ... 

063 

0*26 

13th 

7 

July 

304 

0'54 

21st 

14 

August  ... 

2 '76 

0'60 

3rd 

13 

September 

0'99 

0'7*2 

6th 

2 

October  

4 '83 

080 

6th 

15 

November  

5 '60 

071 

11th 

22 

December  

3*45 

0*84 

24th 

16 

Total 

...  28*61 

150 

BRIGHT  SUNSHINE. 

No.  of  days  on 

Greatest  amount 

Date. 

which  no  sunshine 

Hours. 

on  one  day 

was  registered. 

January 

70'3 

8*0 

27th 

8 

February  

97*8 

8*3 

7 th 

4 

March 

...  1299 

111 

30th 

5 

April  

...  141-9 

12*7 

14th 

5 

May 

...  271*7 

14'4 

30th 

2 

June  

..  267*5 

150 

7 th 

1 

J uly  

196*7 

130 

14th 

2 

August  

...  238  3 

13-2 

18th 

2 

September 

...  263*7 

11*5 

9th 

— 

October  

...  116  5 

9 0 

17th 

5 

November 

51*7 

7*7 

18th 

12 

December ... 

44'2 

6*8 

2nd  & 7th 

15 

Total 

..  1S90*2 

61 
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New  Sanitary  Legislation. — On  January  1st  1896  an  Act  of  great 
importance  to  Sanitary  Au thorites  came  into  force,  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  1895.  This  Act  further  extends  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  Local  Authorities  in  the  supervision  of  all  workshops 
as  defined  by  the  Act  with  which  Laundries  are  now  included, 
situated  in  their  districts. 

There  are  contained  in  the  Act  several  entirely  new  features  which 
should  be  mentioned  here. 

Thus  sect.  6 is  designed  to  prevent  work  in  connection  with  the 
processes  of  making,  repairing  or  cleaning  of  wearing  apparel  from  being 
carried  on  in  any  premises  wherein  either  small-pox  or  scarlet  fever 
exists.  It  would  have  been  well  had  some  other  diseases,  such  as 
diphtheria,  been  added  to  the  two  mentioned  in  the  section. 

Again,  every  medical  practitioner  attending  a patient  whom  he  believes 
to  be  suffering  from  lead,  arsenic  or  phosphorus  poisoning  or  from 
anthrax,  contracted  in  a factory  or  workshop  is  to  notify  the  case  to  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Factories  and  to  the  certifying  Surgeon  for  the 
district. 

The  other  provisions  of  the  Act  need  not  be  specified  here  but  they 
call  for  increased  attention  to  the  work  places  of  the  district  at  the 
hands  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  of  Workshops 

In  conclusion  I must  thank  all  those  who  have  kindly  contributed 
material  lor  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  SCARLYN  WILSON,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


St.  Leonards-on-Sea, 
March , 1896. 
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Table  I. 

TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the  Hastings  Urban 


Mortality  from  all  causes 

Mortality. 

Names  of  Localities 

AT 

subjoined  Ages. 
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O 
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3 

3 

■ 

3 

C t 

. 

j 

co 

localities. 
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to 
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lO 
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3 

4 
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/ 
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St.  Leonard 

93 

9 

6 
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4 

29 
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/ 
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St.  Mary  Magdalen 
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18 

7 

7 

12 

71 
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r 
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1 

5 

33 
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*...  1 

1 
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17 

14 

2 

5 

20 

12  i 

J 
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3 

6 
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L 
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r 
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1 

2 

2 
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i 
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6 

30 
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r 

Under  5 
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... 
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11 
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1 

5 
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r 
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1 
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1 
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!— 
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77 

25 

54 
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i 
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subjoined  numbers  have  also  to  be  taken  into 

Deaths  occurring  outside 

Under  5 
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2 

13 
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• 
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Under  5 
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i 
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Table  I. 


Sanitary  District  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities, 


FROM  SUBJOINED 

Causes, 

DISTINGUISHING 

Deaths 

of  Children 

UNDER 

FIVE 

Years 

of  Age. 

Fevers. 
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X 

Typhus. 
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$ 
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menia  and  Pleu 
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18 
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14 
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2 

40 
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21 

17 

24 
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25 
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2 

6 
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78 

88 

31 
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above  records  of  mortality. 
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1 
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Table  II. 


Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming 

in  the  Hastings  Urban  Sanitary  District,  Classified 


Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics  ; Pub- 
lic Institutions  being 
shewn  as  separate  local- 
ities. 

(a) 

Popu- 

lation 

at  ALL 
, Ages. 

Estimated  to  middle  of 
~ 1895. 

Registered  Births. 
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St.  Andrew 
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St.  Michael 
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10 
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12 

St,  Clement 
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All  Saints 
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42 

Public  Institutions. 
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for  Poor  Children 

Totals 
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JNew  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each 

THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  MEDICAL 


of  Health. 
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3 

1 
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::: 
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6 
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3 

3 
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...  | 
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Under  5 
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15 
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...  J 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5 upwards. 

8 
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Under  5 
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Table  II. 


to  tlic  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  daring  the  year  1895, 
according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Ill 
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Effect  of  Influenza  Epidemics. 
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Table  IV. 

Hastings  Urban  Sanitary  District. 

Showing  the  number  of  Deaths  at  all  ages  in  1895,  from  certain 
groups  of  Diseases,  aud  proportions  to  1000  of  Population,  and  to  1000 
Deaths  from  all  causes  ; also  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age  from  other  groups  of  Diseases,  and  proportions  to  1000 
Births  and  to  1000  Deaths  from  all  causes  under  one  year. 


1.  Includes  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Typhus  Enteric  (or  Typhoid),  and  simple  continued  Fevers,  and  Diarrhoea. 

3.  Includes  Phthisis,  Scrofula.  Tuberculosis,  Rickets,  and  Tabes. 

4.  Includes  Marasmus,  Atrophy,  Debility,  Want  of  Breast  Milk,  and  Premature 

Birth. 

5.  Includes  Hydrocephalus,  Infantile  Meningitis,  Convulsions  and  Teething. 
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